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1 heartily wiſh that Men of ſo great 2 — 
and Zeal, who baye 215 4 their Thou 
* of late ſo much r 5 
ent, would confider th grid y of t 
ay, and ſet themſelves for the Defence of the Goſpel 
Ty aobich ig not only ſecretly unflermined, hut 
dy artacked by ſuch gigantick Foes. Had theſe greas 
| tenders to Wit and Learning, Reaſon aud Free- 
2 27 been neglefied by —— burning ond ſbin- 
ber in bes and our neighbouring Church, 
we . wanted the beſt Apologies for the Chriſtian 
Religion ever the World ſaw ſince the primitive Ages 
of Chriſtianity: ; and bow much Infidels_ * tri- 
Ars and 771 what Multitudes mi 
been. te oe, The Cirilg by th ecrous Deluſion, | is 00 N 
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By which he underftands all the ſtudſec Ru 
the Grecian Schools, whith made them fo ert 
lafters in the Art pf fine ſpeaking z on, the ſame 
ales taught them alſo Sophifiry, and falſe Regfor* 
g, which he calls the vain: Docit. of Philo 
/1 Not for Want of Fa for Pati! was 8 
holar, eſpecially in the TFewi/b 1B evening 


8 
ad, was he unacquainted with he Greek Philo- 
My, but he would not mix Chriſtianity and Philo- 
together, us ſome of theſe new Teachers did 


wt would he ſhew wy of his Learniog a 
ems his Buſineſs was of another Nature; he : 


igher and e End in View; even their ete 
regis: ON ſore he preached the plain 
ns bf believing i in iw « crucified Bas Savioufs 
— Puinel Langu „ fuired to the meaneſt 155 
ity, as « Doftrine o pure Revelation, that 7 
aith might be fünnded on divine Aue 40 
1 ro goed Reaſon, 22551 this 1 
ine tranſcend. 77% 
aith (bould wot fland in the Hos 22 er . 
the Power of God : Ard tho" ind Gag 'q 
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Principles of the Chriſtian * and fought « Way 
to Happineſs, not by the Strength and Conduct of theit 
own natural Parts, or the Diftates of Reaſon and 
Philoſophy, the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency. of 
which the World had long enough experienced ; but 
in the Revelation of the Spirit of God in the holy 
Scriptures. Horwheir, we ſPeak Wiſdom among then 
that are perſect. Not the Traditions of the Fea, 
not the Philoſophy of the Greeks, nor the Policy ef 
the Romans, theſe great Maſters and Princes of the 
World; or not the Wiſdom of Stateſmen and Politi- 
cians, Philoſophers or Rabbies, Princes for Learts 
Ing as well as Power; not ſuch as they teach, Wa: 
reliſh, or approve and encourage; who, with all theit 
boaſted Wiſdom and Learning, ſoon come to nought, . 
Their Wiſdom is vaniſhing, and will ſoon be uſeleſk; | 
tis of no Significancy at all, in order to the beſt and ſlo 
higheſt End. our eternal Salvation. Not the Wiſdon 

of tbe World, &c. ' " 0 GY 
Some think the Meaning is, that our Apoſtle Wb: 
ſpoke Wiſdom, or high and ſublime Truths to thoſe t 
who were capable of ſuch Inftrution, as. be tell: 
them, Chap. iii. Ver. 1, 2. They were but Babes ig 
Chriſt, who yet retained a greaq-many childiſh and 
wrong Notions, as appeared by their Divifions. This Who, 
hindred him from going ſo far as he defired in the d 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion? He was 9 r, 
to content himſelf with inſtrucking them in the 
Principles and more obvious and eaſy Dofrines of it; 
which ſeemed Fooliſhneſs to theſe learned GreeKs. 
But the firſt Senſe ſeems mote agreeable to out 
Apoſtle's Scope in this Chapter, which is to ſhow Wh 
That the Knowledge of the Goſpel was not artai {pcs 
able by our natural Parts and Reaſon, however im e 
proved by Arts and W NN but was Wiha! 
owing to Nivine Revelation; and therefore theſe 'ol 

ly who received and believed this Revelation, and 
were well acquainted with its divine Nature and Ter 
dency, could perceive and diſcern the Wiſdom of 2 , 

that Wi: 


hat ſhines in the A*. Coſpeltruthe, and even 
o thoſe which; are moſt myſterious, and 2 to 
nbelievers._ moſt contrary to humane Reaſon, ſuch. 
the Doctrine of a crucified Saviour, which our 
Apoſtle mainly inſiſſed on. bg 
lu the Words then we have three Things, 14 
all be the three Heads of my Diſcourſe. I. The. 
lorious Title our Apoſtle gines the Geſpal hs preach, , 
d, and his Manner of preathing t,'norwyrb/tangs . 
ng all the Cavils. and Exceptions of bas, Adverſa- 
tes againſt lueh; Howbeit, we; ſpeak Wiſdom, 
aid be, whateger the World think fit ©... 
II. A ne caſury Qualification ond... Diſpoſition, . 
u order to diſcern this Miſaom, Chriſtian PerfeRion. , 
III. The Preference of | this Wiſdom ro the Wil, 
dom of the World, and Princes of the World that 
ome to nou gb. 6 IR 
It is too late, my very reverend, Fathers and Bre- 
bren, to excuſe my ſelf from ſo difficult a Task,; 
x diſcourfing before: ſo learned an Audience, 
hen I am juſt entring upon its tho L hall certainly, 
:d and expect your Candour and Sympathy, in tho. 
ay of it. Give me leave to Jay; as. tis by 
our Appointmgnt, and Authority, I Qagd here ; ſe 
do not Jook upon my ſelf. as your Dictator or Teach⸗ 
r, but I be leave to t you, and eſperially my, 
lt in mind of ſome Things you know berter than 1 
an tell you: And if 1 can contribute any Thing, + 
> confirm either Minifiers or Ohriſtian Feoplo in tha, 
aith, and make them more and more in Lore with 
ur holy Religion, and "fee more of the, Wiſdom and. 
* , Fra 2 Reality, E 1. 
efulne xcellency a ivini the Chriſti- 
n Revelation, and the 7 lint ets ePaper Hort 2 
„1 have my Deſigg. WJ 
Firſt, I am to con 22 the Wiſdom, of Paul's, 
reaching both as to the Matter and Manner of it. 
Maps true Wiſdom in his preſent State is to know | 
is Miſery with the . to eſcape it, and his Fe- 
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- Vciry with the Way he muſt take to attain it . This 
was the Wiſdom which Paul taught ig bie Doctrine 
7 wy Jeſus. This he calls, Wiſdom of God 
Myſlery; even the 1 God 
. before the World unto our Glory, Vet.). 
Fn hid 4 tho ſecret Counſels' of from all 
Rtornity 3 lay hid under Jewiſb Types and Sacrit. 
in u great meaſure, for many Ages z but ie no 
2 revealed, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to be the 
Means of our Happineſs and Glory. Wbat can be 
iniagined- more worzhy of Divine Wiſdom, than to 
contrive W. for the Rebbvery of lapſed Man ? Wha 
more fit to employ upon ſuch « glorious Meſſage, 
on — 1 Son, Jy bem be Huli 4 
10491 nd a cans are 

Enable 5 12 worthy of infinite Wiſdom, which 
alone could find out the amazing Expedient to ſave 
erden Man, without — . = uny — — 
jons ; tot ter them 
in a Way 2 with tho Honour of bis. Juſtice, 
the Glory of his Holineſs, the Authority of bis Law, 
and the Ends of his Government : Such as ſhows «t 
once bis infinite Hatred of Sin, d boundleſs Me 
to the Sinner through a eſus, whom 
Gor EOS his Subſtitution and SatisfaFtion in 
oven and Stead, Tis called pot ply 
2 bab. . l incompreheuſibl ly Pr us; þ 
ery, ar 2 — There i is * ariety in the 2 
tery, © ay perf} in eyery Part of the Variety! 
Jt was - fas le Act of Wiſdom, but Abundana 
3 of Wiſtom andPricdence(e) a Variety of wiſe Counſe 
ConjunRion of — hehe cans met in it 

Wk ds ate the Glory of Sad dhe Salvation of 
e > Defeat 80. Devils, the Diſcovery of the b eff 
rinity of Divine Perſons in their Nature and Ope 
biene The 172 are, the ConjunRipn of two 2 
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but the N of we 
of its Means 7 And 
VVorld find N or (ace ay oe, 
exhibited to us in the} Chriſtian lofty 
de VViſdom to know theſe Things, 3 

Uſe and Nec 
— in 2 + Cle curl 


Importance to us : ERS Viſ- 
dom ; for he bore 4 
ost ions; the Chriſtian Religion gives us 8 22 | 
pure and perfect, as well as 4 more amiable 
lovely Idea of the divine Nature than any * 
Keligion ever did; which is. the Foundation of al - 
Religion and Morality : He, of the 4 
Bon of God; the Glory. of his Perſon, and all. 
Vonders of his Love, and that admirable Method 
f Salvation through hi Blood ; be 5 ho thor of an eter= | | 
nal - and immortal Glory Vay 7 


he one, an and attainche other. Wh can be of . 


(e) Phil ii. 23. 


(389. 

« Neceſlity and Importance: He ſpoke not of Triſles 
or mean and ordinary Things ; but of the greateſt; 
Depth and Myſtery, of the eternal: Countels. of God. 
concerning our Salvation, the Doctrine of, the Trini- | 
ty, the Lncarnatign, the Satisfaction and Interceſfion 
of Chriſt, and the Manner of the eternal Spirit's O- 
peration in the Souls of Men. Every Thing wag; 

great and ſublime in his Doctrine; he, ughe This 
of the moſt univerſal Satisfaction, to the, Aiadt of 
Men, ſuch as. ſolid Contentment the all the 
Troubles of Life, and well grounded Conſolation a- 
Fee the Fears of Neath, beyond all the Frecepts of 
Philoſophy. If it be Wifdom to purſue the nobleſ}, 

Eods, and in that Purſuit to uſe the beſt and mo 
roper Means; if ſuch a Method of ſaving Mens 
ouls in another World as tends maſt to the reſer-. 
vation of the Peace-and Quiet of this World; or if 
it be Wiſdom to promote t Gln, od, the Per · 
fection of humane Nature, and the N of Man- 
Lind here, and for ever hereafter ; if. Wiſdom conſiſts 
in knowing and chuſing whatſoever Things are 
true, whatſoever 2 Lings are honeſt, iuſt, pure, love 
4 of good Report, &c. Phil. iv, 8. then the 
r 


iſtian Religion is a moſt wiſe and excellent In- 
Girrion and Put ſpoke Wiſdom f Gisele! 
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11 the" 
vile of antient or modern Infidels againſt it. 1 


ſhall confider ſome of the moſt, conſiderable of, 


them. Lai . 

The Chriſtian Religion may be reduced to threg 
Heads, its moral Precepts, poſitive Inſtitutions, and | 
Articles of Faith, What can be objected agiinit any, 
of them, but what has been heard and aiſſwered 4 
thoyſand Years ago. I doubt not but Celſus, Julias, 
Porpbory and other ancient Oppoſers of Chriſtianity 
. ſubtilly, as T=—4, C——s, 1 —1, or any 
other of the modern free Thinkers, and had all the 
Advantages of Wit, Learning, Eloquence,and all the 
Powers and Prejudices of the World on their Side 
Let, Chriſtianity triumphed over them all, and will 10 

| um 


(9. 7 
um b while Sun and Moon * 7% 4515 74 
Hell ſhall never prevail a 1 4 it, Mat. Kit 18. 
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As to the M 
objected againſt it, becauſe Hi 
und ſo necef- 
- tho! tis not co 


on the Nature and Reaſon of Thi 

ſary to the Happineſs, of M "of Thing, 

be | doubted but the Reſtraint it lays on the 

Luſts and Paſſions, of Men, bas generally been 
fill is the ſectet Ground of Mens Precudices againſt 
it : Our Saviout ſays, Men loge Dar uc rat ber than 
Light, becauſe . beir Deeds are eqil (a), A late 
Author ce to „ the World chat pri- 
vate Vices are public ts, and _conſeq 
Virtue is hu to Mankind ; others tell us there 
is no ſuch Thi ing as moral Evif, but only * Evil 
of Imperſection and unavoidable Miſt I ſhalr 
only obſerve that theſe Gentlemen not bal contra 
dict the me celebrated Mafters of, Reaſon in all 
Ages, the Wiſdom of all Laws and Govetrithents un- 
der all the Dijverfities of Religions; bur the univer- 
ſal Sentiments of all Mankind, where-ever a manifeſt. 
Partiality bas not corrupted their Judgment: For 
the moſt vitious, Man will condemn! in others, what 
he allows in himſelf. We are confcious —— 
therefore accountabie or moral Agents: S 

4s clearly perceives there is ſomerhing 6 
a right add a wrong Way of ufing his Faculties, 200 
rceives 4 Difference between Light and Darkneſs” 
ain and Pleaſure, Happineſs, and Miſery. A late 
learned Author callsthis a moral Senſe, and I think 
tis common Senſe 5 therefore one of the boldeſt 
Champions againſt revealed Religion telle us, Chri- 
ſtianit oy is as old az the Creation ; which is true with 
reſpe . its excellent Morals, for tho' they were in 
may reſſ Qs new, and. unkno to the World, bo- 
fore our Saviour Time, y emfelves they are 
u ancient as Eternity, rk founded on the 2 


(a) Joha iii. 19. 


and Will of an eternal God; the Nature of reaſonable 
Beings, and the eternal and unalterable Relations of 
Things: 80 that we muſt deſtroy Reaſon and com- 
mon Senſe if we deftroy Morality. . 'Tis ſelf evident 
that rational Beings are obliged. to ack rationally, 
and tis as evident from Fact and near fix Thou- 
Land Years univerſal 1 3 that no uniform 
Rule of Aion either in Religiodoe Morality could 
ever obtain among Mankind without an Authority 
ſuperior to Mens Paffiotis to reconeile them to it. $0, 
that to caſt off revealed Religion, as the ſaid Au- 
thor and others do, is to turn all Religion and Mo 
rality out of the World ; whether this be Wiſdom 
or Folly let Reaſon judge. 
As to the poſitive Inſtitutions, ſome pi i 
God preſcribe I hinge, whoſe Fitneſi our Reaſon can 
not prove from the Nature of Things, he is an arb{- 
erary Being, not wiſe and good; we think the 
quite contrary follows: For, if God is fot an arbi- 
trary Being, but acts according to the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, then nothing eat be fit for him 
to do, but what has ite Fitneſs founded in his 
own . Nature, and the Nature and Good of the 
univerſal Syſtem of Beings made 'by_him. If 
ſo, who ſees not that he muſt  neceflarily ac, 
by a Rule above all human Comprehenhion? A 
ule as incomprehenſible as his own infinitely 
fe and incomprehenſible Nature, and the Narute 
and Good of the univerſal Syſtem? And coal 
quently may command and require Things of uy 
whoſe Fitneſs we are not able ro-comprebend. But 
the Truth is, thoſe: pofitive Inſtitutions enjoin'd ip 
| the Goſpel, are ſo very few; ſo vei zien 
and proper for the Intention for which ney 
rected; that no reaſonable Man can © 1 
the. Wiſdom and Fitneſs of them - And tho” "we 
could not ſee this ' Fitneſs, Reaſon tolle us, "tie ve 
wiſe and fit to obey God without Reſerve» 
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Sin and Nas the .. 
human 
this Life, and. ail the wee 
divine frovidence.t. Do 
their own, Souls, and the 
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menſity Eternity of. God. 
an cternal Duration can, 7 
more myſterious in the A 
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eee —— king, ſhould Ja har 
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them, when, chere are a 2 Reli- 
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The 12 5 9. in, the Earth we read, 
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of which are confeſs'd to be 


rr | 
2 * part, 4 2 47 _ 
ftiite Number of ſmall and im a the 
concinaally playing, the Liquors 
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ing lication of ' nomberleſs ; 

= the Cireulation of the Blood, and fnſth- 

Perſpiration, upon” which: Life and Heath fp 

med, O how fearfully” at 
are u ! "The Union of our 


FAR 


akd how 1 is —— mo 
etfous, The leaft Inſet is a Miyft bo 
to confider what an infinite Number of 
ard fet at Work in thoſe almoſt invifible Mac 
As if they bad been made for no other Reaſon, 
to ſhow in what « ſmall Compeſs the 
Life may be contain'd. © And what infinite Numbety 
are ult inviſible wo the naked Bye? Whit 
ne and inviſible Worlds of living Creatures have 
out Ghiffſes diſcovered ? ' Ant had we = 
Aru or | Benſes, no doubt more 1 
1 The Groth of Vegetabler i 
each ſmall Seed contains within it Plan 
own $; this Plant other Seeds, ant fo 
off wo ure ſwallowed up in Myſtery. How m 
| tilous are the Propertice of the Air, that fabrils 
8 = rede Pia which encom the Bartk 
, Elaſticity, circumambient Prefſute, / 
other P , unknown to — 3 by which 
35 1 iverſally uſeful and adſd 
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the Life of Anima the Growth © 

Fiylng of Birds, the forming of 

By of Abfwale and Vogetablest 

Thou ta highet; to 3 

WM 7a por chew by 4 5 
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4 "Motion, Gravitation, Attracti 

Coheſion, not only fn fa theſe greater Bodies 


both to the Be 
ies, the Zamvicdble Þ in-theit * 
ane; but in che leſſer, whether ſolid 2 
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hs | L | 1 14 ; (69 gen de 
Religion, which are moſt quatrell'd. io be ſotne 
in the moſt antient "Theology and Mythology, und 
ſiome of the religious Rires of all” Ages and Nations 
: A the Beginning of the World u this Day. Bu 
| have been mingled with Fables, altered in/ 
obſcured by the Piction of Foete, the Superſtition o 
-  Priefts, and the different Temper and Genius of di 
" ferent Nations and Ages. Tet it will be hard 
account for that vifible Uniformity of Senti ments an; 
Practice in the Religions of «ll Nations and Ages 
the World, without divine Revelation, handed dow 

4 by Tradition from the firft Parents of Mankind.” T 
- Greeks and the Romany ſpeak of a Golden Ag 
| 77 . xr the —— of — Te 
| "by a Inpiter. Egyptian pes! 
| of the God Orus the Son of Nr and Ohr, wt 
' Bghis with the evil Principle that is in the Worl 
and will at laſt ſubdue it. The Poyſiary bad the 
middie God Mythray, whom they eülled theirThii 
--ceffor or Mediator“ The Indians their Brame 
unc the Cbineſt their divine Hero called Xin 
4 Zee — — 3 to its fi 
Splendor. To this add general Expectation 
4 Meſſiah, or great Prophet and Deliverer, abc 

the Time our Saviour came, which” ve find 
"tefted by Fewtfh, Chriſtian and Pagan Wri 
ers. But what" comes neareſt to Demonſtration,” 
' _ * the univerſal Practice of all the World for Fi 
_ Thouſand Tears; and to this Day among the He#t 
en in that Way of Worſhip by Sacrifices.” This m 
hate ſome univerſal Cauſe: Infidels'” will not 
this proceeded from any Principle of Nature or Reaſe 
«mm Aion in all the Views of Reafon rather like 
rovoke, than reconcile the Deiry; neither could 
de. the Iavention of Prieft-Craft : For if Prieſt 
28 old as Sacrifices, they muſt be ſuppoſed to pruct 
their Craft to their own ſole Detriment and Loſs 
more than Two Thouſand Years, when the Duty 
ſacrificing belonged to the Father of the Famil 
who could have no Intereſt in creating an unnece 


in true Religion, and divine Authority, ar that 
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to himſelf and his Family, We m 
Confirmation. bur 


fary Expence 
wich great Pleafure'obſerye what Con n. our 
holy Religion” receives from the rational ad g, 
ſiſtent Account it gives us of this Infliturion gand © 
how much Infiddls are puzled and confunnded with 

it: For either this Practice bad ſome Fondation 


boaſted Principle of Reaſon and natural Religion, 


which could ſuffer all Mankind to go on in 4 Train” 
of ſuch Abſurdity and Barbarity for do many Thot 
ſand Years, is a very bad and infufficient Güſde:? 


And therefore Revelation was abſolutely neceflary” 
to reform and inſtruct the World. And as ſuch an 
univerſal and otherwiſe unaccountable Pradtice, 
could have no other Original than'Diviae Inſtitation's 3 
ſo ir could have no other genſe and Meaning, than 
to point out and ure the 4 Sced, aud the 
great Chriſtian Sacrifice our Apoſtleꝰs crucified” IBE 
$US ; whois therefore ſaid to hte Lamb flainyr 
the Foundation of tbe World (a), tis impoſſible to 
ſpeak Senſe or Wiſdom on this: Head, on any other 
uppoſition ; and in this Senſe, if they will; W 
allow Chriſtianity to be very near as old us the 
arenen 
What has been ſaid may ſerve to take off he 
Force of that Object ĩon againſt rde Chriſt ian Nelil 


hs + + 


gion from the Want of Univerſtlity : For beſide 


that this equally militatet againſt their natural 

Religion, which never was in Fact univerſally knows,” 
of ſo much as practiſed by any one Nation or Socie - 

ty of Men, fince the Creation”: Where will they” 
find this natural Religion ' they talk off 'withour-/ 
Prieſts, Sacriſices, Oracles, Temples and Altars t» 
Things which mere Natute never taught, and had 
them; Tes, Where will 


no natural er 
they find any Nation, Without Revelation real or'! 


pretended ? And befide chat, God was not obliged 
s * tu 


Sen 
(a) Rev. XUi, 2. 
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to > give any Man ſach « Revelation ; 'tis erideaths. 


has. not b 


Reaſon. and Free thinking, alledge;. 
ce alone. is a ſufficient Attonement. ft 


to the-univ 
ways. 52 * 


? How will 91 account for 1729 
and ſuch Uniformity in the 
f bles,. 5 well u« the Religious Rites © 
World, for ſo long a Time! Could unive 
dition conſpire with univerſal Hiftory, and 
| — Myrhology, Mea of all Chara ers, Cn 
| ons, Copditihns.q and P E oor. Rn dy Fur 1 6 
| ſand Years; Antiquity, Poetry, Phi * 

3 Antiquity, Bee . 4. 


| Barbary, Trath and Fiction, deu to | 
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(a) Remyvi. 25 Heb i 26. (b) Heb. ix. 22. 
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Doctrine, ir Wis ul FI mes 2 5 5 to whe 


and Underftandings 2 
Politeneſs 3 ee " BY nn We 
of ot prom moured Fel chat Tranſitfots, 
the Parte; with ſuch. 
ered 19 abd Aue, an firike the 
575 and mike « Diſcourſe enter the Mind : 
ly ; yet — yet Wirtiout affecting or -it, be whe. 
truly 


nent in 4 eminent 1 Called. 
Mercury, 
the Occaſion of ſpeaking ill The Vi 

di a b is op 

Phrafes, that th 
VVhen we ate 
tion, Dxpreffions, of themfelves crbudl 5 u 
farniſh : And the 


1% Be was the chief Speaker (a), For 
& too pit be Defire to ſpeak . 5 
Mind is ſo — Taborious Choice of 
in a curious rang nj and 
- 
and deglected, while we a wholly 
conſidering how to fu 1 
Aer, Ane Tea 
was, for the Salvation of his "Heaters 
and vehemently defire"theix Fe | 
tote beuuffful, more 2 
ly than the outmoſt Apr 


meaneſt Language 
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Si 

ments powerful, Becauſe the Fooli 10 God ir | 

= 5 has Mor ( 5 Our Aeli, as E 

| er i en ( 1 not 
* (Ie but his great Maſter, neither had he a View _ 
of mig own Fame and Reputation, or procus 

ng the Admiration and Eſteem of his, Hearers, but 

Ing them to the lerieg Knowledge of Chriſh, 

Ie Wag. hi Deſign. tu ſhe his Learning and R- 

a but to paint out the * to Heaven, 


4 this he did, by by favebfully claring the whole 
_Copnſel of G Fr hat 
5210 3 ro 1 T's 4 


ae by preac aps Pet and him crucified, in the 
-plainelt manner, this he confirmed, . not hy na-: 
-rural Reafon and Demonſtration, which is impolli- 
ble z and indeed tis abſurd and e to de- 
ſuch a Proof, 112 Doctrine  onfelled to be n; 
* Reaſon, and « Matter of page Bt . N 5 bu but, 
by ihe Demonſt fragt of the $þ 
ver. that 15 hat the Toi of 26 2 
,reyegled, and res of it i yl 54+ þ 
Kevel —_ igures, and Proph ; get, 
the Power of miracu- 


accompanying it. wich 
Jous Operations The frſt was more 80 
the ewt; the other to the. ConviQtion, of a Man. 
Lind z a Proof which:every Man of common; Senſe 
is a8 capable of co prehending, as the moſt profound 
Philoſopher 3 no G pacity.is below the Force of it; 
For, is there an The, which all Mankind beliere; - 
and ſo upiverſal)y agree in, as the Authority of Mi- 

. races? Nothing can be er and more ſelf ei- 
ent than the b blind Man's reaſoning, whoſe Eyes Je- 
ſus had opened : Since the Werid an was it not 


ard that Man opened the of one that 
"was burn blin 5 500. dere not of Gag he 
. norhing(e). YG og et 
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Had the Apoſtle 1 the N 
according to : 1 of rhe We of. - 
able Mode of the Phi loſophers'of that ah 
difputed every (particular Article of Rach 
Man had been converted this VVuy, which her 
great Reaſon to doubt - Tet the Progreſ, 
pel muſt maren very ſlow; by oc it 010 
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_ ſome Ag white raged: a Obriftizh 25 Fo 
But the Goſpe BE ve al at dne . | 

There was to that 

is . orb Th and che b. of th Ar de * 


upon 2 long Chain of * and PRES. 
ing; 8 upon lain Matter 4 Fa, which 

like the Sun, Þ its own” Li Not that This" 
the only Thing Chriftians are 8 bene, that Feſily 
is the Crift, thit Meſfias whom God ha4 promi. 
ſed to ſend into the World 5 but becauſe it contains 
the whole fon of the Chriſtian Faith : VVhen 
Men arc heartily perſuaded of the Truth of this, 
they have nothing to do but to bim j what 
he teaches it the only Rule of our Faith, ind 
only]Reaſon and Foundation of a true Chriſtian - 
Faith. Therefore the Buſineſs of the Apoſtles was | -- 
not to diſpute Men into the Faith, but to declafe” - 
— itteſt ſuch: Things as they had both feen _ ; 
and principally to be witnelſes of the RE- 
Erg Hy of Jeſus, which was the laſt end grekt 
Proof he gave of his being the Chriſt; and to cob - 
firm their Doctrine by the Authority of Divine Res- 
relation, and the Bridence of Miracles, This 5s 
the moſt clear and convincing way, the moſt . 
and com pendious Method of Teaching ; and beſt fit- 
ted for the InftruRion and Convickion of all Mankind. 
As appears by the wonderful Succeſs, and the ſwiſt - 
and adden ſs of Chriſtianity through the 
World. Thus Paul's Preaching, both as to the 
Matter and Manner of it, was true wiſdom, not- 
withſtanding the Cavils and Exceptions of thoſe whe 
neither underſtood the 3 nor the Deſign and 


Ten- 


. 


Teudeney of the Chriſtian Religion. Whereſbeg 
oy, yolks e 1 a * ; * 
_ The Second Thing in the Words, t n ut- 
lification and Diſpoſition, in order to diſcern thi 
Wiſdom, 2 Porſection. We ſpeak Wiſdom « 
mong them that are perfect. I know our modern 

free Thinkers laugh at this, as if, we muſt renoungs 
mmon Senſe and Reaſon, in order to commence Be- 
levers; At if this Chriſtian Perfection were nothing 
fs bye r Myſticiſm, TT 
or furious Bi ; but i iſdom is juſt 
ber Children (a1. I hope what has been ſaid, ma) 
be ſufficient to vindicate our holy Religion, from 
all ſuch groundleſs Cavils; to laugh at Wiſdom ig an 
Argument of the greateſt Folly. Qur Apoſtle te- 
quires nothing but what is abſolutely neceflary. in 
every Art and Science, that « Man be well ac 
quainted with the Principles of it, before be 
be a proper Judge of it. One muſt be « Phitols 
per, 4 Logician, a Mathematician before be can 
be a Judge of theſe, ſo 4 Man muſt be a Chriſtian, 
befure he can be a Judge of Chriftianity. Ther 
are many Things in every Art and Science which 
appear rediculous add Nonſenſe ro thoſo who de 
not underſtand them; fa Unbelievers, Jude gay 
Evil of Things which they know not. Our Apoſtle by 
Perfect, underftands thoſe that are fully inſtruc: 
ted in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith; © 
appears from their Oppoſition ta Babes in Chriſl. 
Heb. v. 12, 13» compared with Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
own, every ſincere Chriftian is perfect in a Gol- 
pel Senſe; but eur Apoſtle ſeems to 3 here, 
thoſe that are come to ſome Matucity in the Things 
of God. Thus tis oppoſed to carnal, Chap. iii, 1, 
3. Such Babes in Chriſtianity, weak and miſtaken 
Chriſtians, who thanght the Goſpel was to be man- 
ged, like human Arts and Sciences amon — 
and that thoſe were better inſfructed who follo 
this Matter, and tha; Teacher rather than another 
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0% Luke vii. 31. 
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id fo fell into Diviſions and 7 
zing in our Religion is to be 


ies Whereas 
ilt on human 
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| uthority ; but on t e Au thority of God alone, 

.. - of his Spirit in the boly Serip 

is natural Man — 3 mor £ 

me &e. This is not 5 8 

os Neaſon, but to — * the Light of Reaſon b 

eres Tro liviceRevelaion, Celli. ; 

ng . but under the Guidance of 

m, WR. caſog;nor aſſent to 8 1 becauſe 1832 | 
2 be deny d. We oppoſe u a 

* 13 3 by * 1 they reaſon ill: Not 

m uſe they think freely, oy: Foals tape 

er think freely oor 5 ly. 


ith Bigotry, which is nothing) elſe Tae 2 — Res- 
ning, or Paſſion, and we think they are entitled to 
leaſt as large a Share of it as Believers, who are 
rely on the ſaſeſt andwiſeſt Side of the Cn. 
1 all Events. Nothing elſe but 
hriſtian Religon-can make ow? imagine, der Re 


4 
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elation and Reaſon are at Variance,, or ye: hoe RY the | 


the 


| hath little or no Bu 8 
o are perfect in the po le's Senſe, 
ho throughly underſtand it, do ſee that tis moſt _ 
preeable to the higheſt and beſt Reaſon, 7 Bat 
thrift is the Willem of Gd -45 well as the Power 

God, Chap. 1. 24. Surely never was any Re- 
gion in the World ſo little liable to the Rreſaid 
enſure, never any Religion ſo freely expoſed it 
If to a fair Trial at the Bar of Reaſon, or more | 

eftly invited Men to confider and weigh. ite 
retences, lay afide Prejudicer, 'think freely, and | DE 
ply themſelves, to an impartial Search of the 
ruth (a). The Ground of the Objection by Cat 1 
Dee * 
if . 20 * Wen 3 LE 
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IX. 


en 
Guide : Not whether we ate ro bellere without 
Reaſon, or contrary to Reaſon, but beten — 
reaſonable to believe upon div ine Authority, 
above our Comprehenſion: The wiſdom of 
world may ſpurn at this. But we proceed to 17 
The Third Thing in the Words, The Preference | 
of this wiſdom, to rhe Wiſdom of the World's | 
Princes of the World that comes 10 ang bu. 
If this this be meant of the Wiſdem and 
of the World in general ; theſe Words are 
to ſhow what Polly it was for the Corinthians" to 
glory in ſuch Leaders and Teachers, when all their 
Learning; and the great Men, the Su s of | it, 
would quickly be gone. If it be ©underflood of = 
Jewiſb Rabbies and Ruler, 26 ſome think,” the 
i ia, that all their Authority in Matters of 
3 85 was now at End; and they with all their 
, together with their Church, Nation 
Conftitution it ſelf, was upon the very Feine 
of being aboliſhed and ſwept 23 er their inverts. 
rate Enmity to Chriſt and the Chriſtian Religion, 
— their having and crucified the Lord of 
ory; therefore. had do Reaſon to glory, ei- 
der! in judaizing or 7 ifing Teachers; nei- 
ther the Fexriſh nor Pagan Learning was „ N 
able to the Knowl of Chriſt and his Goſſ 
Wiſdom am Errekt at firſt ſigniſied an 
eminent Perfection in any uſeful Art or Science; 
ſo an excellent Statuary, Engraver 'or Limner was 
called wiſe. But afterwards the Title of wiſe, was 
appropriated to thoſe who devoted themſelves to the 
Coatemplation of the hi Things: 80 their 
Sages, Phifoſophers and Men of Iearulng were called | 
wiſe. And no doubt there is « kind S Wiſdom-in 
the underſtunding of | uſeful Aue and Sciences, 
which are — to Mankind in . 
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| F 725 ichel, 
and not by Rig t, leave t 
bis Days, and at his End. ſhall de a. Fool, Jer. 
xvii. 11. There is « Wiſdom in the Politicks of Prins 
ces and Stateſmen, in managing the Affairs of the 
World b litical Skill, which is often a great 
Snare and — Temptation: This alſs foos 
comes ro nought, and is often baffled by an inviſible 
and over-ruling Providence. The Race. it not tb 
the Swift, nor the Battle to t be hr ages Eccl. 


ix. 11. There is a Wiſdom in. Words, and 
Repreſentations of Things, Chap. i. 1). called 


ticing li ords of Mans Wiſdom, ver. 4. This i: 
that Philoſophy and vain Deceit, that. Sophi 
and falſe reaſoning, that Art of confounding "Truth 
and Falſchood, which our Apoſtle warns us againk, 
Col. ii. 8. There is a Wiſdam in ſearching out che 
Secrets of Nature and the Variety of the Works gl 
God. Thus ſo far as tis practical, and leads to 
the Knowledge and Love of the great Authoriof 
Nature, is an excellent Wiſdom ;. but where ti 
meerly ſpeculative, tis of more Difficulty than 
Uſe. There is = Wiſdom in military Skill com- 
manding Armies, conquering K.ingdows, and doi 
great and notable'Exploitsin War; this is aſcri 

to God by the Royal Pſalmiſt, Yſal. oxliv. t. Bleed 
be the Lord, my Strength, who teac heth my Hand! 
4 31 / 86 


(a) xxviii 5. Joh xxxii b. Exod, xxxvi. 1 


1627 5 ee og 
o War, and my, Fingers to fight. There id 4 
Viſdom and Dexterity in gainin Riches, aqui 
ng Eſtates, and climbing up to Poſts of Honour z 
This alſo is aſcribed to God, Bus thou ſbalt remens« 
the Lord thy God, for it it be that . thee 
Pocver to get Wealth, Deut. viii. 18. For Promo. 
ion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from . = 
Veſt, nor from the South; but God it Fudge, he pu. 
eth down one, and ſetteth uſp another, Pſal. Ixxv. 
5.7. There is a Wiſdom in managing our © world- 
yAfﬀairs with Cunning, Craft and Policy; this is cal-' 
d the Wiſdom of the World, or the Wiſdom of 
he Fleſh: And ip this Reſpect, the Children of 
is World are ſaid to be in their Generation wiſer 
han the Children of Light, Luke xvi. 8. All 
oſe Kinds of Wiſdom are confined in their Uſe- 
Ineſs and Value to à preſent Life, neither ls every 
an capable of, or obliged to attain ther. 
The only true and valuable Wiſdom, that all Men 
e capable of, and indiſpenſibly obliged to attgin, 
the Wiſdom of underſtanding and ſteedily as 
g their own true Intereſt and Ha fs, in | 
I Eternity. This is the Wiſdom that Pau/ taught, 
Compariſon of which, no worldly Science deferves 
is honourable Name: It apreeth not to the 
nowledge of Trifles, but ſuch only, ' as is fublime 
d uſeful, divine and ſaving; ſuch as is neceſſary 
Salvation; that can perfect out Nature, can make 
compleatly happy; that cannot only promote the 
ealth of our ies, but ſecure the Peace and 
aiet of our own Minds, afford ſolid Contentment 
d Conſolation in all Events, and conduct usthrough | 
the various Changes and Viciffitudes of this mot 
| Life, to that ſupreme and eternal Felicity, which. 
Men naturally defire and afpire to. ” Tis "this 
oh by way of Eminency and Excellency he calls 
ifdom; and which alone is truly worthy of ſo 
drious a Title. He did not entertain them with 


Secrets of Nature, or the Depths of P hiloſophy, 
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| g 41 460 | 
che Politicks of Princes, the Traditions of ewes, oy 
the Myſteries of Rabbinical Learning; not the N 
dom of the World, &c. but the Wisdom of God in a 
Ayſtery, &c. He determined to know nothing 4 
ong them, ſaveFeſusChriſt, andlbim crucified, Ver.s. 
If it be wiſdom. to conſult our own real gHappine 
and to be more concerned tor the Improvement of 
our Minds in practical and ſaving Knowledge, tha 
for amuſing them with vain Speculations ; if Eter- 
nity be of more Importance than Time, and a never. 
ceafing Duration, than a tranfitory Moment; If 
27 avour of God, be infinitely more valuable than 
© Friendſhip of the world; and it be more ad- 
viſcable to pleaſe an Almighty Benefactor, than mor 
tal Men, whoſe Breath is in their Noſtrils; If 
Pardon of Sin, a Title to, Heaven, and Hope of Glo 
„Joy and Satisfaction of Mind are truly more de 
Table, than endleſs Anxiety, Guilt, Horror and 
| Noſpair : It Peace and Love, Charity and - uni vert 
eodwill, be more eligible than wars, Confuffon 
and Deſolations; and it be wiſer to promote the Haj 
pinels of the world, than that Men ſhould malt 
one arfother miſerable : If the wiſdom of God by 
| payer gy to the wiſdom of Men; and the #7 
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Nature and Ter holy Reli the 
Chriſtian Temper 2 — the Life and Power 
of Godlineſs mut grow in Grace and in the 
Knowledge our Tord and Savionar, Feſus Chriſt, 
425 in the Lovp: and Practice of zrue- Religion, 
that your profici appear — Men * . 
Succeſs — ry, and the Holineſs 9 
Lives, would be the bel Vindication of the Wiſdom 
of our Preaching ; und your beſt Defence againſt 
the Cavils of Thfideli Our ga viour aſſures us, that 
if any Man wil do God's Mill, be ſball know the 
Doctrine, whether: it be of Go,, . A ſincerel De: 
fire to know the Truth; with an honeſt Diſpoſition 
to conform our Wills and AﬀeRions ta it, when 
known, is the beſt Preſervative againſt all dangerous | 
Errors in Religion ; and r 


(a) 2 Pet. Ai. 7b. (5) 1 Tim iv. 15. (e) John v. 17. 


i — | * 


( 48 ) 
of Afurayce of the divine Grace, to affift Perſons ſo 
well diſpoſed in their Enquiries after Truth. It ba 
pleaſed God fo to order the Evidences of the Truth, 
Fiſdom and divine Original of our holy Religion, 
that as they were never ſo clear, but Men of obſti- 
nate and Spirits might find ſomething to 
SEEDS Ent ns 

di i ous and attentive Mi 
might find to ſatisfy themſelves about them, 
The Truth is, tis not ſo much want of Bvidence, as Ig- 
norance, Prejudice, Paſſion, or want of a good Taftey « 
eight Temper, and pious Diſpoſition of Mind, is the 
Cauſe of Infidelity. ' We have ſufficient Evidence to 
a wiſe and good Man, tho' not ſuch a ing Evi- 
dence as Two and Three make Fire; in this Caſe 
_— 22 8 Praiſe-worthy in it; 
woul no a Honeſty, Ingenuity 
Diligence 9 — | wy ET TY 

1 hope, ren, we can appeal to own Con- 
| any to your ſweet Experi ed, thee we ſpeak 
Wiſdom to tho' wor the Wiſdom of the Worlds 
what the World reliſhes and approves. It cannot 
indeed be ſuppoſed, that 'one of you 
ſhould be able to anſwer all thoſe Cavile + that 
be ſtarted by ſubtile Hereticks and learned 1 
but ſerious Piety is the beſt Defence' againſt them. 
Wicked Men preedily catch at every little Cavils 
a inſt revealed Religion; becauſe the Word of God 
" again} them, they are againſt it: If the Bible 
be Truth, they muſt either forſake their Luſts, or be 
damned; and they cannot bear the Thought of the 
one or the other. But a piůous Man is 
this Snare, and bas the Witneſt in himſelf (a). Ti 
vain Endeavour to perſwade a Man that 
is not ſweet, who has taſted it ; ſo tis vein 
ine, a Man can doubt whether that 
be from Heaven, which he finds has fitted his Gow 
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| (a) 1 John v. 10. 


migh Aa and 
who ſhe could not 
could burn for — 1 


any Man teach 
an ang 
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th, ſo as to admit of no Truths, Doctrines or 
es, and ſubmit to no DireQions, 
himſelf 3 but ſuch as his own Reaſon 
fit and neceflary from the Nature of Th 
: bumble Chriſtian will always. . 


h to manage 
ence ol they full out, 
leration, with holy Meekne 
tian Prudence and Charity, with s due Regard to! 
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(% Prov, W ip Jude, 3. 
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fa" the (59) ol Decency nam wn) wh 

, according to that Wiſdom aubich it. | 
aceable, gentle and caſy to be int 
Net rhe Wiſdom of the World tbat comet 
t. I conclude with that excellent Apotiohy 

rayer, Heb, xiii. 20, | 21. Now the God of 
Ace, 700 brought again from the Dead our = 
KS, 17540 great rd of the — tbr 


the n Comenant, make 
a in every good 2 
Fot tba it cell pleaſing in t. bro 
| Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be Glory for oer and 
ver. Amen. / +46 
"1" | | | 1 \ im 1 10 
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